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THE INTERPRETATION OF THE LIFE AND THE DESTINY
OF AN ENGLISH WOMAN IN PROSE BY ROSAMUNDE PILCHER

Rosamunde Pilcher became one of the popular woman writers in the world literature. In
the novels of Rosamunde Pilcher there is no crime, cruelty, big money and everything that could
attract attention to her much earlier, and not after decades of almost continuous work. The writer's
books are beautiful and a little naive stories about love, happiness, friendship and finding yourself
with a mandatory happy ending. The reader wants to read them as long as possible, enjoying the calm
and peaceful atmosphere that Pilcher creates.

In her books there is a place for everyone: an elderly lady, a young girl, a busy clerk, a rebellious
teenager, a chatty neighbor, a former businessman and other heroes who are united by an eternal
value — family. This, according to the writer, is the secret of the success of her novels. They are about
universal values, about what is dear and important to everyone.

Pilcher considers his audience to be adult and intelligent women who had everything in their
lives: passion, flirting, quarrels, gossip. However, in the end, a person comes to understand that
all this brings only temporary pleasure, and the main thing in life is completely different: family,
warmth, affection, respect and kindness. Rosamunde Pilchers books are pleasant to read at a young
age too, they give a feeling of comfort, peace and awareness that everything will get better.

Rosamunde Pilcher s work can be divided into two periods: early and later. In the first Pilcher
wrote mostly small novels, which are now published in separate collections (“The end of summer. An
empty house. Snow in April”, “Voices of summer. Stormy day. Start over”). There is a lot of romance
and outdated images in these stories, for example, unemployed girls who dream only of marriage
and are ready to marry the first person they meet or even a cousin.

After the release of The Shell Seekers, Rosamunde Pilcher worked almost exclusively on major
novels, which became a kind of transition to a new level for her. The works of late creativity gained
the greatest popularity: “September”, “Homecoming”, “On Christmas Eve”. It is with them that you
should start getting acquainted with the works of the writer in order to fully enjoy her talent, warmth
and sincerity.
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Introduction. Rosamunde Pilcher played an
important role in the history of English literature as
one of the leading prose writers who revived and
developed the best classical traditions of love prose
and family romance. Having entered literature in
the early 1950s and 1960s of the twentieth century,
R. Pilcher managed to reflect the era of the war and
post-war period and make her significant contribution
to the evolution of the theme of love, friendship and
family. She managed to create a kind of inner world
of an English woman, convey unique English female
images when revealing the love theme that forms
the basis of her prose, as well as reflect the types of
people in connection with their attitude to the events
of post-war reality. Pilcher focuses on revealing the
commission of an act by the heroine in a particular
life situation. In the writer’s works, an important role
is played by the opposition in the structure of the plot
of the conflict, manifested through the formulation

of the theme of good and evil. The problem of con-
flict, based on the disclosure of the spiritual, family
atmosphere of life, contributes to the formulation and
identification of important emerging character traits
of the heroines. The main characteristic feature of
R. Pilcher’s narrative manner, starting from the early
stage of creativity, becomes, as noted above, the state-
ment of the conflict, revealing at its core the clash of
the themes of good and evil.

The purpose of the article is to analyse the cre-
ativity of R.Pilcher and to show the place of English
women in their life.

The main problem. The writer has an inexhaust-
ible desire to comprehend the movement and scale of
artistic aspirations of a female character. The appear-
ance of R. Pilcher in post-war prose was associated
with the need to tell about the relentless fury of wom-
en’s passions, love feelings and experiences. In the
space of her work, she was always biased, bitter and
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irreconcilable, she was aimed at the expression of
moral feeling while concentrating moral and ethical
conflict in the disclosure of the female type of char-
acter in the plot of her works. Success comes after
the publication of the family saga “The Shell Seek-
ers”, published in 1987. She is the author of many
novels, including “Sleeping Tiger”, “End of Sum-
mer”, “Empty House”, “Stormy Day”, “Wild Moun-
tain Thyme”, “Carousel”, “Voices of Summer”, “Blue
Bedroom”, “September”, “Snow in April”, “Home-
coming”, “Winter Solstice”, “Start Over”, “Under
the sign of Gemini”, “Winter Sun”. She wrote the
plays “The Blue Room” and “Flowers in the Rain”.
The novels of R.Pilcher, distinguished by the depth
and clarity of thought, tell about the meaning of life,
the purpose of a person in it. She carefully outlines
both the main and secondary images, the environment
surrounding them, descriptions of small towns. The
novels “September” and “Winter Solstice”, written
in the best traditions of classical English literature,
are characterized by a leisurely narrative, detailed
descriptions, subtle psychological drawing of char-
acters, attention to the details of everyday life and
nature. They show the life and fate of elderly people.

The novel “Winter Solstice” tells the story of the
life of an elderly man — Oscar Blundell, who lost his
wife and daughter in a car accident. The writer ana-
lyzes in detail the condition of a person who initially
cannot cope with grief, trying to get away from soci-
ety and people. Grief and heartache, awareness of the
loss of life priorities lead to emptiness and unwilling-
ness to live. Previously sensitive to the surrounding
world, nature, music and painting, the hero loses the
ability to hear and feel the beautiful. Violet Aird’s
niece Lucy reminds Oscar of his daughter. Over time,
looking at her, the hero is freed from the mental suf-
fering brought to him by the memories of his daugh-
ter, Francesca [3, p. 496].

The writer emphasizes the intellectual superiority
of her hero. He does not sink to the bottom of life, but
continues to reflect, relying on the knowledge he has
accumulated. Gradually he joins the art of literature,
does not miss a single interesting event in the world
of literature, reads Marquez. The stylistic dominant of
R. Pilcher’s family novels in the postwar years is the
artistic interpretation of the life and fate of an English
woman.

The writer demonstrating a deep knowledge of
women’s psychology, assigns a leading role in pre-
serving the constants of the family space to a woman.
Female images become the expression of the author’s
ideas. Unlike Oscar, the main character of the novel
“September”, despite her advanced age, does not lose
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interest in life. Narrating about the life of an elderly
woman Violet Aird, R. Pilcher explains the actions
and thoughts of the main character with special vital
and reliable care.

Having lived a long life, he does not lose the
sharpness of sensations in her soul and continues to
respond cordially to any manifestation of the sur-
rounding world.

There is a lot of evil in the world. However, the
heroine R. Pilcher obviously programs herself for
good luck. Positive thoughts are the main guideline of
her expectations. Violet perceives what is happening
in her life not with doubt and regret about the unful-
filled. A wise woman perceives everything as a useful
experience that has enriched her. Due to Violet’s deep
involvement in the dynamic process of the surround-
ing reality, her individual character traits noticeably
prevail over the socio-typical. Her whole environment
fills Violet with energy. The spring sun charges with
a cheerful mood and makes you forget about heavy
winter sports clothes, and the fresh coolness returns
the feeling of youth. She is cheerful, full of energy
and active, despite the years. The weather does not
change the established order in Violet’s life. Every
morning she goes to the village to Mrs. Ishak’s store
to buy the products necessary to support the life of
an elderly single lady. “Unless in the middle of win-
ter, when high snowdrifts were falling, and it became
dangerous to walk on the ice, Violet, remembering
that courage begins with caution, refrained from this
journey” [4, p. 5-6]. R. Pilcher’s interest in her hero-
ine is focused both on the external appearance, on the
description of the details of the portrait, and on the
features of her inner world. The portrait becomes an
important element of creating an image and thereby
conveys the author’s assessment.

The writer, drawing a physical and psychological
portrait of the heroine, focuses on her special sta-
tus, which is not inherent in elderly people at her
age. The heroine’s face is red and wrinkled, like an
old peasant woman. Violet’s straight posture shows
firmness of character and correct perception of the
world around her. The writer creates the image of a
person who does not neglect precautions, who can-
not be blamed for imprudence. Even in the most dif-
ficult circumstances, she controls herself and thinks
logically. Everything went well in the life of the
main character: she grew up in a wealthy family and
knew no need, then lived for thirty years in a happy
marriage, took place as a wife and mother. “I was
very lucky in my life to marry someone I loved”,
Violet says [4, p. 384]. Violet’s house is an abode
of home comfort, strict rules and spiritual purity.
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Archie Balmerino is the second male character in the
novel “September”. He is an aristocrat who inher-
ited the title of lord, the owner of a large estate in
Scotland. Initially, the hero appears to the reader as a
young man, overflowing with vital energy and ready
to share it with everyone. But the share of a mature
man falls hard years of experiences. The worldview
of the forty-five-year-old lord is more like an elderly
man’s vision of the world. R. Pilcher explains this by
the fact that just before the end of his military career,
he was sent to the conflict zone in Northern Ireland
and witnessed innocent people, his comrades, dying
there. Coming under heavy fire, Archie survives, but
loses his leg and this determines his future lifestyle
and occupation. R. Pilcher distinguishes two fea-
tures in the character of his hero: lack of initiative
and impracticality. Archie fails to increase his capi-
tal during the war years. The difficult financial situa-
tion encourages him and his wife Isabel to organize a
small tourist business in their own estate: they meet
and accommodate tourists, provide them with food,
and engage in conversation.

The care of the estate and the endless chores asso-
ciated with it take them most of the time. Despite this,
they are in awe of their work. Family becomes the
meaning of their whole life for them.

Family cohesion becomes the central idea of the
novel “September”, which runs through the entire
work of R. Pilcher as a leitmotif. The writer psy-
chologically subtly reproduces the dynamics of the
confusion of thoughts and feelings of the main char-
acter — Violet: from anxiety to fear, from emotional
tension to a state of panic.

The resolution of the main conflict of the novel
and the disclosure of intrigues in the plot take place
during a grand party at the Steintons, neighbors of
the Airds, on the occasion of the coming of age of
their daughter Katie. Violet is among the invited
guests. The author describes in detail how diligently
an elderly woman was preparing for this celebration,
where a meeting of influential neighbors and young
people was expected. Violet is guided by the desire to
look elegant and well-groomed. R. Pilcher, dressing
his heroine in everything expensive, gives a thorough
description of her festive toilet.

It was made of expensive fabrics, which can be
used to judge the financial situation of an elderly
woman. The diamond tiara emphasizes her high social
status. The portrait of the heroine is given not through
the perception of other characters as a reflection of
their impressions of what they saw, but through their
own perception, which testifies to the skill of the
writer who managed to create the artistic integrity of

the portrait. Violet is not happy with her reflection in
the mirror, she is very self-critical and ironic about
her own appearance. “Finally, going to the dressing
table, I looked at myself critically. Before her was a
large, fat old woman, for whom the word “solid” was
the most flattering epithet” [4, p. 411]. The ability
to make fun of yourself as a sign of intelligence and
nobility is considered a typical feature of the English
national character.

The main event in the heroine’s life was scheduled
for September, perhaps that is why R. Pilcher puts the
name of this month in the title of his novel. September
is a month of fun, feasting, it’s a full house of guests.

To this end, the author resorts to the artistic tech-
nique of the antithesis. Violet realizes that she has
come a long way in life and comes to the realization
that the loss of vitality in old age is inevitable. That
is why the nostalgic mood of the heroine is felt, her
longing for bygone times is shown.

In the novel, Violet Aird’s firm intention not to
give up on age and not become a burden for her son
sounds. The image of Violet Aird personifies the
idea of nepotism and cohesion. R. Pilcher managed
to create a multifaceted, bright and lively image of
a strong, wise elderly woman, in whose veins flows
the blood of wild Scottish highlanders, who firmly
guards her own independence and the well-being of
60 relatives. It gives children the opportunity to look
for themselves, their vocation, teaches them to find
solutions to problems, rely on their own strength and
make decisions independently, supports their choice,
while not trying to protect them from difficulties.
In life, we have to face many difficulties, and the
younger generation should be ready for them. In her
novels, R. Pilcher puts extreme situations in front of
the characters, and a person, falling into them, man-
ifests himself unexpectedly from different sides and
fully reveals himself as a person. Family and fam-
ily relationships are the main test of the characters’
character. Along with the truthful display of family
everyday life, the main thing in the writer’s novels
is also the image of the spiritual world of people,
those subtle and complex relationships that develop
in a family setting. In the novel “The Shell Seekers”
R. Pilcher continues to strive to explore social and
family truths and the causes of people’s behavior in
complex family conflicts. Here, different characters
represent the deployment of the same type of hero
and are their different stages in the manifestation of
character [5, p. 750]. All the events in the novel are
closely interrelated with the life circumstances and
the people around her, revealed in the relationship
with her.
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Penelope is the central face of the novel, is a full-
fledged dynamic image of a wise Englishwoman, the
keeper of the hearth and family traditions. She has
three adult children: her eldest daughter Nancy, busy
with her family, her son Noel, who lives for his own
pleasure, easily squanders the money he earns and
does not think about the purpose of life, and her young-
est daughter Olivia, a businesswoman who works as
the editor-in-chief of a major London women’s fash-
ion magazine. They live a calm, measured life, visit-
ing their mother from time to time. The portrait of a
strong woman who survived World War II, who took
away her greatest love in life, the writer describes from
three angles; from the point of view of Richard Low-
max, who was in love with her at first sight, who, like
Olivia, was able to appreciate Penelope’s extraordi-
nary beauty, and Nancy’s cook, Mrs. Croftway, who
considers her ugly. The cook had a very firm opinion
about her mistress. In her perception, Penelope had an
inflated conceit and honor. Penelope had thick silver
hair pulled into a bun low on the back of her head, dark
eyes sparkling with animation and fun. She was con-
stantly hung with bags and baskets, dressed in an old
dark blue cloth cape, which became a universal thing
in her wardrobe and bought from an impoverished cap-
tain’s widow at the end of the war. In fact, the cape
was a navy cloak, which since then has always served
her in all occasions of life, from weddings to funerals.
The writer creates a vivid and memorable portrait of
the heroine, while emphasizing her spontaneity, inner
emancipation. R. Pilcher gives his heroine such charac-
ter traits as cheerfulness, firmness of spirit, generosity,
practicality and self-criticism

She is a loving mother, which is reflected in her
actions towards children, although only Olivia is able
to fully appreciate this. After the death of Penelope
Keeling, there is discord among the family members.
R. Pilcher, in order to resolve the overdue conflict
over the inheritance, continues to narrate in the best
traditions of the English classics. She keeps her read-
ers in suspense, forcing them to think what the main
character will do in this situation. According to the
author, the measured rhythm of the family is disrupted
by the news that collectors are interested in the works
of Penelope’s husband — pre-Raphaelite artist Law-
rence Stern. Penelope has preserved his paintings,
and among them her favorite canvas “Shell Seekers”,
which is a family heirloom for her. R. Pilcher mas-
terfully describes the conversations and arguments of
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Penelope’s children about inheritance. The mercantile
mundanity of dreams caused by the material side of
children’s interest leads them to separation from the
family. Nancy and Noel, overwhelmed with a sense of
individualism, inner superiority over others, hoping
for the highest benefit, try to persuade their mother
to sell the family heirloom. Nancy, who sought to
receive from her mother not just material goods, but
also symbols of prestige and high position in society,
accuses her of selfishness and callousness. Penelope
gave her eldest daughter everything that her other
children had: a sense of security, home comfort, but
there was not enough money for expensive things and
goodies that Nancy was so drawn to. Her accusations
against her mother were groundless, since Penelope,
as a loving mother, adequately fulfilled her destiny.
“The Shell Seekers” — a reflection novel, a novel rev-
elation, a confession novel. R. Pilcher clearly poses a
vital question: what decision will the heroine take to
extinguish misunderstandings and disputes between
children? The writer touches on the problem of moral
choice in the life of the characters.

Conclusion. In the center of Penelope’s spiritual
quest, the main choice is hers. Kindness, in the under-
standing of the heroine, is a purely moral concept,
and only moral concepts make a person a person. She
peacefully resolves the problems that have arisen in
the family. The painting should be returned to the
museum, where she went with her father since child-
hood. Awareness of the need to forgive insults comes
with age. Forgiveness is one of the steps of spiritual
purification. This is very difficult and not given to
everyone. Gratitude, overcoming difficulties on the
way to achievements, self-belief, integrity, will and
endurance fill the life of R. Pilcher’s heroes, make
them richer and better, help them find their way in
life, the right guide in finding the answer to the ques-
tion of the appointment of a person.

The world is cruel and unpredictable. It is not easy
for such feelings as kindness, sensitivity and respon-
siveness to survive in him. And it is a miracle that
they not only survive, but continue to carry out their
wonderful mission. Everyone has their own way pre-
pared by fate, but not everyone is given to go through
their life path properly. You can not pass by an impor-
tant and significant event, you need to stop and com-
prehend what is presented by life. The only “shelter”
that allows people to escape from adversity is finding
a family and a home.
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T'yceiinosa A. A. IHTEPIIPETAIISA )KUTTS 1 JOJII AHIJITMCHKOI )KTHKH Y TTPO3I
PO3AMYH/IU INIJIYEP

Pozamynoa Ilinuep cmana oowicto 3 HaUNONYIAPHIUUX NUCOMEHHUYD Y C8IMOGII Aimepamypi. Y pomanax
Poszamynou Ilinuep nemac 3104uHHOCMI, JHCOPCMOKOCMI, GENUKUX 2pOWEl | 8Cb020 MO020, WO MO2N0 O
npusepHymu 00 Hei yeazy Habazamo pawniuie, a He uepe3 decAMunimms maudice Oesnepepenoi pobomu.
Knueu nucomennuyi — ye kpacusi ma mpoxu HaiHi icmopii npo KoxauHs, wacms, opyxcoy ma 3000ymms
cebe 3 0008 A3K08UM wjacausum Kinyem. Jumauesi xouemvcs yumamu ix AKomo2a 008uie, HacoI00HCYIOUUCD
CHOKIUHOI Ma YMUPOMEOPeHoio ammocgepoio, Ky cmeopioce Ilinuep.

V ii knueax snatioemocsa micye KO#CHOMY. AEMHIi Oami, MOLOOIU Oi64UHi, 3AUHATNOMY YUHOBHUKY, NIOLIMKY),
wo bynmye, banaxKyuomy cycioogi, KOnuHbOMy Oi3HeCMeH) Ma IHUUM 2ePOoaM, AKUX HOEOHYE GIUHA YIHHICMb —
cim’a. ¥ ybomy, Ha OymKy nucbMeHHUYI, € ceKkpem YChnixy ii pomanis. Bonu npo 3a2anbHono0covKi yiHHOCHI,
npo me, w0 00P0O20 Ma BANCTUBO KONHCHOM).

Cesocro ayoumopicio Ilinuep egadcac 00pocaux ma poO3YMHUX JCIHOK, Yy AKUX y dcummi 0y10 6ce:
npucmpacme, Qaipm, ceapku, naimku. Ilpome 3pewimoro 00 1100uHy NPUXOOUmMs pO3YMIHHA, WO ye NPUHOCUMb
Juue MUM4acoge 3a00601eHHS, 4 20I08HE Y HCUMMI 306CIM [HWe: CiM s, Meno, 1acka, nogaza i dobpoma.
Knueu Pozamynou Ilinuep npuemno yumamu i 6 1OHOMY 8iyi, 60HU 0apyioms GIOUYMMs KOM@OPMY, CHOKOK
ma yceiOoMIeHHs MO20, WO 6ce HANA200UMbCSL.

Teopuicme Pozamynou Ilinuep modicna po3oinumu Ha 06a nepioou: paunii ma nizuit. Y nepwomy Ilinuep
nUCA8 Nepesad’tCHO He8elUKi pOMAHU, AKI 3apa3 eudaromvcs okpemumu 30ipkamu («Kineyv aima. Ilopooichii
6younok. Chie y keimuiy, «lonocu nima. Bypxaueuii oenv. Ilouamu cnouamxyy). ¥V yux icmopiax 6azamo
POMAHMUKYU MA 3aCmapinux oopasie, Hanpukiaod, oe3pobimui disuama, sAKi MpiOMb IUUE NPO 3AMIHCHC
i 20MOBI gUUMU 3aMIdHC 3d NEPUIO20 3YCMPIYH020 abO HABIMb 080IOPIOHO20 bpama.

Hicna suxody «lllykauie uepenawoxy» Pozamyno Illinuep npayrosania matidice SUKIIOUHO HAO BEIUKUMU
POMAHAMU, WO CMANO 015 Hei CBOEPIOHUM Nepexo0oM Ha Hosull piseHb. Hatibinbuy nonyuspuicms 3000yau
meopu nisHvoi meopuocmi: «Bepecenvy, «llogepuenns oodomy», «Ha ceameeuipy. Came 3 Hux cnio
po3nouamu 3HAUOMCME0 3 MEOPUICMIO NUCbMEHHUYI, W00 NOGHOI MIPOI0 HACONOOUMUCS ii MALAHMOM,
Meniom ma wupicmio.

Knrouoei cnosa: ananiiicoka rimepamypa, NUCbMEHHUK, pOMAHU, KiacuyHi mpaouyii, XX cm.
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